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Italy could seem a country where doesn’t make sense to speak 

about nuclear energy: two popular referendum in twenty-five years 

(1987 – 2011) were able to give voice to the ancestral feeling of 

fearing what we cannot see, what we cannot understand.  

After all, the memory of the nuclear bomb, that presented the 

nuclear energy to human being as something destructive, is still 

alive, and Chernobyl and Fukushima accidents surely contributed to 

feed the perception of nuclear energy not only as dangerous, but as 

lethal.  

In reality Nuclear Energy is not good or bad, it exists: it exists in 

natural conditions and the usages we made out of it are manifolds.  

Firstly, the usage for diagnostic purposes and medical research: 

diagnostic radiology, radiotherapy, spectroscopy and nuclear 

medicine are nowadays part of the medical routine of everyday life.  

Paradoxically, the Atom, that contributed to the birth of the most 

dangerous weapon, is successfully used in fighting the most terrible 

sickness of our time, equally dreaded: cancer. 

Another use, unfortunately not widespread yet, is the military one, 

that registered its zenith during the Cold War between United 

States of America and the then so-called USSR. Since 1991 we 

registered a turning point: the Treaties on Disarmament between 

USA and Russia led to the reconversion of 20.000 nuclear 

warheads, where its nuclear fuel has been used for the production 

of electric energy: after all, this is the only chance we have to 



dispose of uranium and plutonium contained within the warheads, 

converting potential tools of destruction in energy of Peace.  

That is why FLAEI has been supporting for several years the project 

“Megatons for development”, launched by the “Comitato per una 

Civiltà dell’Amore”, that aims to give new impulse to those 

programs of reconversion of nuclear warheads of USA and Russia in 

electricity production, inviting to allocate part of the profits for 

sustaining the Developing Countries through the creation of 

production plants from renewable resources.  

But there is still a long way to go, not only for the reconversion of 

the strategic armaments of the big economic and political Powers, 

but also because the number of the countries that use nuclear 

technology increased, considered an instrument of geopolitical 

pressure, and others, especially in  politically unstable areas, are 

trying to develop programs in order to acquire nuclear armaments 

notwithstanding the opposition of the International Community.  

But the most interesting perspectives of Atoms have always been 

founded on the energy that is possible to get for peaceful purposes.  

An energy source, without CO2 emissions, that could guarantee a 

soft transition from a hydrocarbon based economy to a green one in 

the future, based on renewable sources, contemporaneously 

reducing gas-carbon emissions.     

It’s not possible to not consider that oil, gas, coal (which underpin 

the majority of the production of electricity in the world) are not 

inexhaustible (and with high CO2 emissions as well), and that the 

sources of the future (solar and wind power first of all, but also the 

same nuclear fission) need more time and investments in research 

in order to play an equivalent role than hydrocarbons nowadays. 



FLAEI is the trade union adherent to CISL that represents the 

workers of the Electric Sector, from Production to shipping, from 

distribution to sales. 

However, Italy is not out of the game for nuclear plants.  

In Italy, the workers occupied in the nuclear field are just a small 

percentage of the Italian Electrical Workers.  

Firstly those of SOGIN, the Public Company responsible for the 

environmental clean-up of the Italian nuclear sites (the so-called 

Decommissioning) and for securing the radioactive waste deriving 

from the industrial, medical and research nuclear activities. 

The company, founded in 2001, is entirely owned by the Ministry of 

Finance and Economy and operates in accordance with the strategic 

guidelines of the Italian Government.  

Sogin manages the four Italian nuclear plants of Trino (VC), Caorso 

(PC), Latina e Garigliano (CE), the ENEA facilities in Saluggia (VC), 

Casaccia (RM) and Rotondella (MT) and the plant “Fabbricazioni 

Nucleari “ in Bosco Marengo (AL). 

It also holds the majority stake of 60% of Nucleco SpA (the 

remaining 40% is ENEA’s), the national operator in charge of 

conditioning and temporary storage of waste and radioactive 

sources from medical and health activities and scientific and 

technological research.   

Sogin has also the task of locating, constructing and managing the 

Italian Technology Park, including the National Radioactive Waste 

Storage. 

Sogin coordinates the activities provided by the agreement between 

the Italian Government and the Russian Federation, within the 

Global Partnership Program, on decommissioning and managing 



radioactive waste and irradiated fuel of the Russian nuclear 

submarines.  

The 900 people employed in the group represent the most 

important garrison of professional competences in Italy in 

managing radioactive waste and environmental cleaning up of 

nuclear plants.  

Enel, the Italian former Monopolist, is nowadays one of the major 

European players in the Electric sector, with expertise in all the 

main technologies: it manages, moreover, 11 nuclear reactors in 

Spain and Slovakia.  

In Spain, through its subsidiary Endesa, Enel manages 6 

pressurized water reactors (PWR) and 1 boiling water reactor 

(BWR), with a total capacity of about 3640 MW. In Slovakia, 

through its subsidiary Slovenské Elektrárne, it manages 4 VVER 

Units (the modern version of Russian designed pressurized water) 

for a total capacity of about 1900 MW. 

Moreover, it is realizing 2 new reactors close to the Slovak plant of 

Mochovce, it’s participating in the realization of the 1600 MW EPR 

plant in Flamanville (France) and in the project to double the plant 

of Cernadva in Romania; in Russia it’s engaged with the public 

company Rosatom to jointly develop new plants. Finally, still in 

France, Enel will take part in realizing the second French EPR, 

scheduled from 2012 in Penly.  

In few years, Enel has been able to reconstruct abroad the culture 

and the nuclear experience  on which Italy was precursor for a long 

time. Today there are more than 3800 specialists of Enel engaged 

in the daily exercise of nuclear plants, besides the 15 engineers 

specialized in planning and realizing new stations: only a small 



percentage of these is Italian.     

We must remember that the majority of workers in activities based 

on nuclear technology operates in sectors that are not part of our 

area of representation: Mechanics (where Ansaldo Nucleare plays a 

relevant role, even at the international level), Health and Research. 

A clear sign that Italy cannot be considered out of nuclear power, in 

all respect.  

Without taking into consideration the proximity of nuclear plants 

located beyond the national borders and the relevant amount of 

electricity imported (around 16% of the national demand), largely 

based on French nuclear production, especially during night time 

when the demand is lower.  

FLAEI has always supported the need of realizing an appropriate 

energy mix in our Country that foresees the use of a safe nuclear, 

guaranteed by the most modern technologies and State control.  

This could have allowed Italy to recover from the negative gap, in 

terms of electricity prices, that penalizes the national enterprises 

charged by an electricity bill too influenced by hydrocarbons and 

importation and subject to market fluctuations, too often 

constrained by financial speculation. In a situation of crisis like the 

one we are living today, FLAEI has always supported the idea of a 

renaissance of civilian nuclear energy in Italy as fundamental 

stimulus to give new strength to economic growth, in terms of 

investments, reconstruction of a supply chain, benefits for 

businesses and families, besides the occupational opportunities. 

Employment is an aspect particularly sensitive for trade unions: it 

was estimated that the new Italian nuclear program (4 plants by 

2025, that would guarantee the 25% of the national demand) could 



have created at least 10.000 new jobs (directly or indirectly), most 

of them highly specialized.  

A missed opportunity? FLAEI hopes that it is just postponed.  

Surely there is need of developing a process mainly cultural, of 

training and information, to overcome fears, resistances and 

prejudicial oppositions (linked to an environmentalism often obtuse 

and hypocrite). 

It is a process, however, that covers all aspects of energy and 

productive infrastructure, excessively constrained in Italy, by the 

NIMBY’s Syndrome, favored by slowness and uncertainty of the 

authorization processes to realize every kind of activity on the 

territory. 

It’s equally important, especially internationally, to show the 

capacity of intervening to guarantee the highest level of security 

possible for all nuclear technology uses, regardless of economic 

considerations: we are bound by protection of life and health of all 

human-being, together with environmental protection and duty of 

preserving for our sons and future generations the best world 

possible, reducing the negative effects that human actions  have 

been producing till nowadays.  

Trade Unions (and FLAEI on its own) propose themselves as actor 

to spread this new culture, and as mean of control and guarantee of 

security policies, starting from the nuclear one. 

A concrete commitment, demonstrated so far in practice, and a 

willingness to Companies, Institutions, Scientific and Academic 

world, Associations and international Organizations that we hope 

will be “heard” and in the name of which we have been actively 

committed in organizing this Conference.   


